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Strawberry Hill  
Continued from p. 1 
 We were then escorted through the 
wonderfully restored reception rooms, first 
the Great Parlour with its flamboyant 
gothic fireplace and its beautiful stained 
glass medallions (part of Walpole’s 
collection of Renaissance glass from 
Flanders) set in the upper windows. Light 
flickering through coloured glass was 
Walpole’s intention. One of the original 
pier glass mirrors is back in place by the 
windows; the Trust hopes to be able to 
acquire and reinstate many more of the 
original contents of the house.  When the 
Great Sale of the contents took place in 
1842 to pay the debts of the Waldegrave 
incumbent, a very detailed inventory was 
made for the catalogue, which will be of 
inestimable help as the Trust restocks the 
house. The house was also very well 
documented in contemporary paintings 
and in Walpole’s own Description of the 
Villa, published in 1774. In the Library we 
were delighted to see that the pointed 
gothic bookcases, based on a side door of 
the choir at the old St Paul’s Cathedral, 
were already starting to fill with the books 
that Walpole knew.   
 

 
  
Members of the UK Burney Society 
enjoying an outing at Strawberry Hill. 
Photo courtesy of Hester Davenport. 

 The ecclesiastical theme continues in 
the subsequent rooms: the  Holbein Room, 
the Gallery, the Great North Bedchamber, 
the Round Drawing Room and the 
Tribune, with architectural designs taken 
from English and French cathedrals.  The 
Holbein Room ceiling, made of 
papier-mâché, was based on the Queen’s 
dressing-room at Windsor, a room Fanny 
would have known only too well.  In the 
Gallery, however, the golden fan-vaulting 
(also papier-mâché) and crimson wall 
coverings are far from monastic, and led 
Walpole to comment, “I begin to be 
ashamed of my own magnificence.” His 
use of papier-mâché, combined with the 
trompe l’oeil  wall traceries and the lath 
and plaster on some of the seemingly stone 
exterior walls, led him to remark ruefully, 
“My buildings, like my writings, are out of 
paper, and will blow away ten years after I 
am dead, ” a forecast which fortunately has 
proved untrue. 
 The cream of Walpole’s collection was 
found in the Tribune, named after the room 
in the Uffizi Palace in Florence in which 
the most precious treasures were kept.  
(Walpole never undervalued his stock.) A 
contemporary illustration by John Carter in 
1788 shows the walls and niches entirely 
covered with works of art like an 
Edwardian drawing room.  A particularly 
fine collection of miniatures and enamels, 
many now in the Victoria and Albert 
Museum, was displayed in a Palladian 
style “Cabinet of Curiosities.”  Only 
Walpole’s most favoured visitors were 
allowed into the Tribune, while 
less-favoured others had to peep through a 
grilled door.  The Tribune was also known 
as “The Chapel, ” but never consecrated: 
Walpole’s religious sense was wholly 
theatrical.  
 After a delicious lunch,  Curator and 
Trustee Stephen Clarke gave us an 
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New light on Susan Burney in Paris 
By Anna Lewton-Brain and Stefanie Cardarelli 

 In the years 1764-66, Susan Burney (1755-1800) lived in 
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Acquisition of Burney Letters at McGill 
 
By Lorna Clark    
 Recently, five Burney family items were acquired by the Rare 
Book and Special Collections Division of the McGill Library 
system. Under the guidance of Dr. Richard Virr, Head Curator of 
the division, the Burney holdings have been steadily built up in 
recent years to form an important collection of Burneyana. 
 The latest additions were acquired thanks to the sharp eyes of 
Michael Kassler, a music historian who lives in Australia. Michael 
has published widely on the subject of eighteenth-century music, 
his latest book being The Music Trade in Georgian England 
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Educating Sabrina 
By Wendy Moore    

Fanny Burney rarely failed to send a letter to her brother 
Charles without adding some kind words for “Mrs Bicknell.” In 
Burney’s collected Journals and Letters
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and headaches exacerbated by heavy drinking and rich food. When 
his half-sister, Sarah Harriet, visited Charles in Bath in 1793, she 
came as “a sort of assistant-nurse to Mrs Bicknel” who had been 
“confined to the closest attention to him,” she wrote.7 
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Conference at Gonville and Caius College Cambridge 21-24 July 2013

 By Hester Davenport    
 We look forward to seeing as many Burney enthusiasts as 
possible next July for our conference when the topic will be 
“Education in the Life and Works of Frances Burney and her 
Family.” The date for the submission of proposals for papers is 30 
September 2012 and we shall then draw up the full programme: we 
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Newgate prison in his early forties. 
As noted in the ODNB: “Opinions of Gordon varied greatly in 

his own age.” Although he was undeniably a charismatic figure, 
many of his contemporaries - including  Mrs. Thrale - considered 
that he was a lunatic. The ONDB article concludes: “Certainly 
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Burney Society of Great Britain:   5th
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actually in the churchyard adjoining the east wall of the church, not 
in the mortuary garden across the road, where the bodies lie in 
unmarked graves. The authors’ confusion is understandable, as it is 
such a convoluted subject, yet it is still rather a shame, since 
followers on this pilgrimage may be led – as many of us in the 
Society have been – on a wild goose chase.  
 Taken as a whole, however, the chapter offers a full exposition 
of Burney’s experiences in Bath, and the varied characters she 
knew there, together with a good walking itinerary for those who 
want to see the places that meant so much to her. We may even 
hope that the liveliness of Burney’s descriptions of the
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attendance on the queen were prone to make her “nervous and ill.” 
The court was a place of idleness and boredom, gossip, teasing and 
intrigue; other ladies and gentlemen, and especially the pestiferous 


