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As stated by Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies (GPS) guidelines, the primary purpose of a prospective 
comprehensive examination is to evaluate the student’s ability to conduct independent and original 
research. The comprehensive examination in the Counselling Psychology and School/Applied Child 
Psychology programs is a program-required project that the student must complete independently from 
the supervisor as evidence of the student’s deep understanding of research literature and the ability to 
synthesize and critically assess relevant theoretical, empirical, or clinical body of literature (e.g., 
including but not limited to critical, systematized, systematic, scoping reviews, etc.). Specifically, the 
goals of the comprehensive examination project are to (a) synthesize and critically evaluate a body of 
literature; (b) identify scholarly 



3) The implication or relevance of the proposal to theory or practice.  

FULL COMPREHENSIVE EXAMINATION 

The final 





 

FULL COMPREHENSIVE EXAMINATION 

1. The full comprehensive examination project is to be submitted to the examiners (see template 
email below), cc’ing the research supervisor and the Graduate Program Director (gpdsacp-
cp.ecp@mcgill.ca); their decision is due 10 working days after submission. See B)5'(+#+1%$7+&
C8.5$1.3$)1&;(.,$10&D-9($*&for details of passing criteria. 

2. If the full comprehensive examination receives a grade of PASS from both examiners, then this 
is a PASS of the comprehensive examination. The student uploads the two grading rubrics in one 
single PDF to MyProgress 



counsellingpsych.education@mcgill.ca or schoolpsych.education@mcgill.ca, please include 
student ID in email) in order for the program to mark the second comprehensive examination 
milestone as complete in MyProgress and for the HH grade to be replaced with a passing grade 





comprehensive examination is due 6 weeks after the student initiates the writing process. You will be 
again asked to assess the final completed comprehensive 





APPENDIX 

Counselling Psychology and School/Applied Child Psychology programs 

Comprehensive Examination Proposal Grading Rubric (one per examiner) 

 

To be completed by student 
 
External evaluation form due date: 
 
Name of student: 
 
McGill ID: 
 
Name of the research supervisor: 
 
Title of comprehensive examination project: 
 
Anticipated date to start the comprehensive examination: 
 
Anticipated date of final submission of the comprehensive examination to examiners: 
 

 

The comprehensive examination in the Counselling Psychology and School/Applied Child Psychology 
programs is an independent project that demonstrates depth of knowledge in the research literature and 
the ability to synthesize and critically evaluate a substantive and relevant theoretical, empirical, or 
clinical body of literature. Specifically, the goals of the comprehensive examination project are to (a) 
synthesize and critically evaluate a body of literature; (b) identify gaps, contradictions, and limitations 
in the existing literature, thus areas that may warrant further investigation; and (c) demonstrate the highest 
quality written presentation of ideas. 

 

Please use the below rubric for grading. 

To be completed by examiner 
 Unsatisfactory Satisfactory 





APPENDIX 

Counselling Psychology and School/Applied Child Psychology programs 

Comprehensive Examination Grading Rubric (one per examiner) 

 

To be completed by student 
 
External evaluation report due date: 
 
Name of student: 
 
McGill ID: 
 
Name of the research supervisor: 
 
Title of comprehensive examination project: 
 

 

The comprehensive examination in the Counselling Psychology and School/Applied Child Psychology 
programs is an independent project that demonstrates depth of knowledge in the research literature and 
the ability to synthesize and critically evaluate a substantive and relevant theoretical, empirical, or 



Are the methods clearly stated and appropriate to achieve 
the goals?   

Are the results reported clearly?   

Are the implications for research and/or practice explored?   

E)3+F An unsatisfactory in one of these categories warrants an overall rating of NOT PASS. 

Overall Evaluation: PASS / NOT PASS 

 

 

If the evaluation is a NOT PASS then please provide comments on the rationale for the evaluation of 
NOT PASS and a point-by-point, specific description of the revisions required to achieve a PASSING 
evaluation. 

 

Please return your evaluation via e-mail to the student, supervisor, and gpdsacp-cp.ecp@mcgill.ca 
(Graduate Program Director) by the deadline in order to avoid jeopardizing the student's timely 
completion of this important milestone. 

 

Name of Examiner: ________________________________ 

 

Signature of Examiner: ______________________________ 

 

Date: ______________________ 

 

 

 

 


