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The “PhD Research Proposal” is a crucial part of the application process for the Joint PhD 
Program. These guidelines aim to assist in providing a framework for writing your 
submission for the School of Social Work at McGill University.  

 
A “PhD Research Proposal” should be clear and concisely written and be no longer than 2 
single-spaced pages (12-point font, with 1 inch margins).  The proposed program of study 
should include the following key components: i) research question; ii) a statement of the 
research problem, iii) brief literature review; iv) the theoretical framework informing your 
work; v) detailed methodology (linked to your research question); vi) identified relevance to 
social work practice, policy and research; and vii) identification of potential supervisor(s) 
from among the School faculty members. In addition to the two pages, you should include a 
one-page bibliography of the key articles and texts that you have cited. Please do not include 




