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This publication provides guidance to prospects, applicants, students, faculty and staff.

1.

McGill University reserves the right to make changes to the information contained in this online publication - including
correcting errors, altering fees, schedules of admission, and credit requirements, and revising or cancelling particular
courses or programs - without prior notice.

. In the interpretation of academic regulations, the Senate is the final authority.
. Students are responsible for informing themselves of the University's procedures, policies and regulations, and the specific

requirements associated with the degree, diploma, or certificate sought.

. All students registered at McGill University are considered to have agreed to act in accordance with the University

procedures, policies and regulations.

. Although advice is readily available on request, the responsibility of selecting the appropriate courses for graduation must

ultimately rest with the student.

. Notall courses are offered every year and changes can be made after publication. Always check the Minerva Class Schedule

link at https://banweb.mcgill.ca/pbanl/bwckschd.p_disp_dyn_sched for the most up-to-date information on whether a
course is offered.

. The academic publication year begins at the start of the Fall semester and extends through to the end of the Winter semester

of any given year. Students who begin study at any point within this period are governed by the regulations in the publication
which came into effect at the start of the Fall semester.

. Notwithstanding any other provision of the publication, it is expressly understood by all students that McGill University

accepts no responsibility to provide any course of instruction, program or class, residential or other services including the
normal range of academic, residential and/or other services in circumstances of utility interruptions, fire, flood, strikes,
work stoppages, labour disputes, war, insurrection, the operation of law or acts of God or any other cause (whether similar
or dissimilar to those enumerated) which reasonably prevent their provision.

Note: Throughout this publication, ""you™ refers to students newly admitted, readmitted or returning to
McGill.
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1 Regulations

Students must inform themselves of University rules and regulations and keep abreast of any changes that may occur





http://www.mcgill.ca/students/transfercredit/current/iut

1.1.10

must have permission from the sponsoring Institution (include letter of permission);
must have the approval of a McGill professor and graduate program to supervise the research;

must apply for admission at the beginning of the academic year [i.e., for Fall admission each year - if you begin a 12- month research visit in the Winter
term (January) you must apply to be admitted again for the following Fall term (September); if a student splits the time spent at McGill into multiple
stages, he/she may need to reapply for the appropriate academic terms.];

must include copies of official transcripts, as part of the application package;
must demonstrate adequate proficiency in English to function in the University environment, including any required safety training and understanding

of policies and procedures. Assessment of written and verbal language skills is the responsibility of the supervising professor; Graduate and Postdoctoral
Studies does not require official proof of English competency for research trainees;

are not charged fees for any term of registration including Summer;

are not charged any Student Service or Ancillary fees and thus do not have access to these services. Membership to athletics services may be purchased.
Graduate Research Trainees do have access to McGill libraries, email, and required training in research ethics and safety;

must arrange for basic health insurance coverage prior to arrival at McGill and may be required to provide proof of coverage.

(www.mcgill.ca/gradapplicants/apply/process/visiting)

Non-Resident Status

(may be granted to students in residence terms only)

Note: As a result of an ongoing inte


http://www.mcgill.ca/gradapplicants/apply/process/visiting
http://www.mcgill.ca/gps/staff/registration
http://www.mcgill.ca/gps/postdocs/becoming/leave
http://www.mcgill.ca/gps/staff/registration

1.1.13  McGill Staff as Graduate Students
Members of the teaching staff of the University up to and including the rank of lecturer may enrol as candidates for a degree, diploma or certificate. If their
teaching duties are designated as full-time, they may only enrol as half-time students.

Professorial members of the academic staff may not enrol in graduate degree and diploma programs. This rule shall apply also to any persons who have been
on the professorial staff within the previous 12 months, unless they resign completely from their positions at McGill.

Should persons registered in graduate studies be promoted to professorial rank, they may no longer remain graduate students, unless they resign or are granted
a leave of absence from their professorial appointments.

In certain exceptional cases, professorial members of the academic staff may apply to Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies to enter graduate programs in
academic units other than their own. GPS may grant permission if it is satisfied that the applicant's teaching unit and proposed unit for graduate study are
sufficiently remote that conflict of interest situations will not arise. Permission must be granted before any courses are taken toward the proposed degree.

1.1.14  Quebec Inter-University Transfer Agreement: McGill Students

The Quebec Inter-University Transfer (IUT) agreement permits concurrent registration at McGill and another Quebec institution.


http://www.mcgill.ca/students/transfercredit/current/iut
http://www.mcgill.ca/students/transfercredit/current/iut
http://www.mcgill.ca/minerva

/}9 Note for Continuing Studies: If you are a Visiting IUT Student and your application has been approved, you must register in-person, by appointment
only (see Programs, Courses and University Regulations > University Regulations and Resources > Continuing Studies > Registration for Continuing
Studies Students > Other Ways to Register > : In-Person Registration.

1.2 Registration

Students must inform themselves of University rules and regulations and keep abreast of any changes that may occur. The Registration section of this


http://www.mcgill.ca/minerva/
http://www.mcgill.ca/minerva/
http://www.mcgill.ca/minerva
http://www.mcgill.ca/minerva
http://www.mcgill.ca/minerva
http://www.mcgill.ca/gps/students/registration/
http://www.mcgill.ca/minerva/

1.2.4 Courses Taken in the School of Continuing Studies

4 Note: As aresult of an ongoing integration of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies and Enrolment Services, policies and procedures are currently
undergoing review and revision. Updates will be communicated to departments as decisions are made.

In the Fall and Winter terms, students may add credit courses (500 level or higher) offered through the School of Continuing Studies (SCS) directly on
Minerva. Please see www


http://www.mcgill.ca/importantdates

REGULATIONS

department concerned. Each year, a progress report must be submitted from the two departments concerned to GPS before a student in this category will be
permitted to register.

1.2.7 Time Limitation

Candidates for master's degrees must complete the degree within three years of initial registration. If the degree is pursued strictly on a less than full-time
basis, it must be completed within five years of initial registration.

In exceptional cases, a student who wishes to submit a thesis, or to complete outstanding degree requirements, after withdrawal may do so only on the
recommendation of the department concerned. A graduate application must be submitted by stated deadlines and readmission fees will apply. The final
decision rests with GPS.

By annual registration, all doctoral candidates may maintain their connection with the University for four years after completing their residence requirements.
The object of these regulations is to encourage candidates to complete their theses and qualify for their degree without undue delay.
Council of the FGSR - February 2, 1996

1.2.8 Withdrawal from a Degree Program

Departments have the right to ask students to withdraw from the program if progress is not satisfactory, or if they have failed two courses required for their
program, or for lack of performance in research. Please see section 1.14: Failure Policy.

Any student who withdraws from the University must complete a Withdrawal Form available at www.mcgill.ca/gps/students/registration/. Fees will then
be refunded according to the conditions outlined in section 1.5: Course Change Period and in section 1.7: Regulations Concerning Course Withdrawal.

1.2.9 Late Registration

If you fail to register during the normal registration period, you can register within the period designated by the University for late registration. You will be
assessed a late registration fee as listed below:

Returning Students: You may register late from Wednesday, August 15 until and including Tuesday, September 18 with the payment of a late registration
fee of $125 ($62.50 for Special Students).

New, Readmitted, and Returning Students (Fall): You may register late via Minerva from Wednesday, August 15 until Tuesday, September 18 with the
payment of a late registration fee of $125 ($62.50 for Special Students).

New and Readmitted Students (Winter): You may register late via Minerva from Tuesday, January 8, 2013, until Tuesday, January 22, 2013, with the
payment of a late registration fee of $125 ($62.50 for Special Students).

Special Late Registration: If you cannot register online during the late registration period, usually due to late admission, you may receive special permission
to register in person. This information is included with your letter of acceptance.

1.3 Course Information and Regulations

Students are advised to also refer to Programs, Courses and University Regulations > University Regulations and Resources > Undergraduate > : Registration
and : Student Records.

The University reserves the right to make changes without prior notice to the information contained in this publication, including the revision or cancellation
of particular courses or programs.

At the time this publication was finalized, new courses and modifications to some existing courses were under consideration. Students preparing to register
are advised to consult Class Schedule on the web at www.mcgill.ca/students/courses for the most up-to-date information on courses to be offered in 2012-2013.

Not all courses listed are offered every year.

131 Course Information and Regulations: Class Schedule

Revision, July 2012. Start of revision.

Class Schedule for the upcoming Fall and Winter terms normally becomes available in March prior to the opening of advising. The Summer term schedule
is normally published in early February. Class Schedule includes the days and times when courses are offered, class locations, names of instructors, and
related information. You can also access the details of scheduled courses by clicking the course reference number (CRN) that appears with each course
section shown in Class Schedule.

You should make a note of any preregistration requirements for a course, such as placement tests or departmental approval/permission required.

Class Schedule information is subject to change and is updated as courses are added, cancelled, rescheduled, or relocated. It is your responsibility to consult
Class Schedule at the time of registration, and again before classes begin, to ensure that changes have not caused conflicts in your schedule.

Once you have selected some courses from the Class Schedule, try Visual Schedule Builder (VSB) to view your possible class schedules in an easy-to-read
weekly schedule format. Please note that you cannot use Visual Schedule Builder to register but you can copy your choice of course reference numbers
(CRNs) from VSB to have handy for registration in Minerva.

McGill University, University Regulations and Resources (Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies), 2012-2013 (Published 17
July 24, 2012)
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UNIVERSITY REGULATIONS AND RESOURCES (GRADUATE AND POSTDOCTORAL STUDIES)

1.3.2

1.3.3

134

Revision, July 2012. End of revision.

Course Numbering

Each McGill course is assigned a unique seven-character course “number.”
The first four characters (Subject Code) refer to the unit offering the course.

These codes were implemented in September 2002, replacing the three-number Teaching Unit Codes previously used. A complete list of Teaching Unit
Codes and their Subject Code equivalents can be found at www.mcgill.ca/students/records/transcripts/key in the section Grading and pre-2002 course
numbering.

The three numbers following the Subject Code refer to the course itself, with the first of these indicating the level of the course.
o Courses numbered at the 100, 200, 300, and 400 levels are intended for undergraduate students. In most programs, courses at the 300 and 400 levels are

normally taken in the student’s last two years.
o Courses at the 500 level are intended for qualified senior undergraduate students but are also open to graduate students.

o Courses at the 600 and 700 levels are intended for graduate students only.

Two additional characters (D1, D2, N1, N2, J1, J2, J3) at the end of the seven-character course number identifies multi-term courses.

Multi-term Courses

Most courses at McGill are single term (Fall or Winter or Summer) courses with final grades issued and any credits earned recorded at the end of that term.
Single term courses are identified by a seven-character course number.

A unit may, however, decide that the material to be presented cannot be divided into single term courses or it is preferable that the work to be done is carried
out over two, or three, terms. Under such circumstances, courses are identified by a two-character extension of the course number.

In some cases, the same course may be offered in various ways: as a single term and/or in one or more multi-term versions. The course content and credit
weight is equivalent in all modes, the only difference being the scheduling, and students cannot obtain credit for more than one version.

Courses with numbers ending in D1 and D2 are taught in two consecutive terms (most commonly Fall and Winter). Students must register for the same
section of both the D1 and D2 components. When registering for a Fall term D1 course on Minerva, the student will automatically be registered for the
Winter term D2 portion. No credit will be given unless both components (D1 and D2) are successfully completed in consecutive terms, e.g., Fall 2012 and
Winter 2013.

Courses with numbers ending in N1 and N2 are taught in two non-consecutive terms (Winter and Fall). Students must register for the same section of
both the N1 and N2 components. No credit will be given unless both components (N1 and N2) are successfully completed within a twelve (12) month period.

Courses with numbers ending in J1, J2 and J3 are taught over three consecutive terms. Students must register for the same section of all three components
(31, J2, J3). No credit will be given unless all three components are successfully completed.

4 Note for the Faculties of Arts and Science (including B.A. & Sc.): If you select a multi-term course, you are making a commitment to that course
for its entirety. You MUST register in the same section in all terms of a multi-term course. Credit will be jeopardized if you deliberately register in
different sections of a multi-term course.

In exceptional cases, when circumstances are beyond the student's control, the Faculty Student Affairs Office may grant permission to change sections
midway through a multi-term course. You must make your request in writing citing your reason for the request. The request must also have the
written support of the instructors of the sections involved and of the coordinator of the course (if applicable). Your request must be submitted to:

e Arts students — Associate Dean, Student Affairs
« Science and B.A. & Sc. students — Director of Advising Services, Science

Important Conditions for Multi-term Courses

1. Students must be registered for each component of the multi-term course. Students must ensure that they are registered in the same section in each term
of the multi-term course.

2. Students must successfully complete each component in sequence as set out in the multi-term course. Credit is granted only at the end of the multi-term
course; no credit is given for partial completion.

Course Terminology

Prerequisite: Course A is prerequisite to course B if a satisfactory pass in course A is required for admission to course B.
Corequisite: Course A is corequisite to course B if course A must be taken concurrently with (or may have been taken prior to) course B.

Credits: The credit weight of each course is indicated in parentheses beside the course title. For D1 and D2 courses, the credit weight is indicated after the
course number. For further information, refer to Programs, Courses and University Regulations > University Regulations and Resources > Undergraduate
> Student Records > : Credit System.

18
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1.3.4.1 Course Nomenclature in Program Descriptions

Required Courses: Mandatory courses that must be completed to fulfil the requirements of a program (e.g., major, minor, etc. at the undergraduate level
or specific courses at the graduate), unless the student receives exemptions. Students have no choices among required courses.

Complementary Courses: Courses selected from a restricted list, a particular subject area, or a discipline. In some programs, students must include a number
of these to meet program requirements. Complementary courses are not electives.

Elective Courses: Courses, in some cases, taken outside of a student’s program of study that do not count toward the fulfilment of the specific program
requirements. Some restrictions may apply, but students have the most choice in selecting elective courses. Some faculties also permit students to take elective
courses using the Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory (S/U) Option. Undergraduate students should consult their faculty regulations concerning electives; graduate
students require the approval of their Program Director and GPS.

1.4

Summer Studies

Detailed information about summer registration is available as of March 2013 at www.mcgill.ca/gps/students/registration.

Graduate courses are available in some subject areas during the summer and the Class Schedule, available at www.mcgill.ca/students/courses, should be
consulted for a complete listing of undergraduate and graduate-level courses.

Students doing graduate work in EQumBT/F0 9.1 Tf


http://www.mcgill.ca/gps/students/registration
http://www.mcgill.ca/students/courses/
https://banweb.mcgill.ca/pban1/twbkwbis.P_WWWLogin
http://www.mcgill.ca/gps/students/registration/
http://www.mcgill.ca/students/courses/
http://www.mcgill.ca/importantdates
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& Note for Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies: The date the request for withdrawal is submitted is the official date of withdrawal.

Regulations Concerning University Withdrawal:
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Since Fall 2002, the University has only used letter grades on transcripts and verification forms.

Grades A through B- represent satisfactory passes, and F a failure. Certain courses have been approved for Pass/Fail (P/F) grading. Students must obtain
grades of B- or better in courses used to fulfil program requirements.

Grading and Grade Point Averages (GPA)

Grades Grade Points Numerical Scale of Grades
A 4.0 85-100%

A- 3.7 80-84%

B+ 3.3 75-79%

B 3.0 70-74%

B- 2.7 65-69%

F (Fail) 0 0-64%

The University assigns grade points to letter grades according to the table above. Your academic standing is determined by a grade point average (GPA),
which is calculated by dividing the sum of the course credit, times the grade points by the total course GPA credits. The result is not rounded up to the nearest
decimal point.

GPA credits are the credits of courses with grades that are assigned grade points.

¥ (course credit x grade points)
¥ (GPA course credits)

GPA =

The term grade point average (TGPA) is the GPA for a given term calculated using all the applicable courses at the same level in that term. The cumulative
grade point average (CGPA) is the GPA calculated using your entire record of applicable courses at McGill at the same level; if you change levels, e.g.,
from undergraduate to graduate, the CGPA starts again.

& Note for Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies: If you change levels, e.g., from master’s to doctoral, the CGPA starts again.

This policy took effect in January 2003. For students with academic information prior to Fall 2002, who are registered in a different program or in a different
level post-Fall 2002, the transcript displays a special message regarding the CGPA restarting.

If you repeat courses, all results are included in the GPA calculation. Therefore, grades of F or J continue to be used in the CGPA calculation even after you
repeat the course or if you take a supplemental examination.

Other Grades:
IP — in progress; (Master's Thesis Courses Only)

P — pass; Pass/Fail grading is restricted to certain seminars, examinations and projects only. In such cases all grades in these courses are recorded as either
Pass or Fail. Not calculated in TGPA or CGPA.

HH — to be continued; the use of this grade is reserved for major research projects, monographs and comprehensive examinations as designated for
graduate studies.

J — unexcused absence (failed); the student is registered for a course but does not write the final examination or do other required work; calculated as a
failure in the TGPA and CGPA.

K — incomplete; deadline extended for submission of work in a course or for the completion of a program requirement such as a Ph.D. language examination
(maximum four months). (Need a K contract signed.)

KF — incomplete/failed; failed to meet the extended deadline for submission of work in a course or for the completion of a program requirement; calculated
as a failure in TGPA and CGPA.

K(9) Tj2In35 w/F3 8m(A.)Tj7 167.343.527 260.342 2In35 W/F3 8m(A.)Tj7 167.343.527 20 0 1 of w

K(g)Txcep 2Inrse 1l grjl 0 0 1 365.5044250.022 Tm(K(g)T,academplicabll 0


http://www.mcgill.ca/students/servicepoint/

Other Grades:

NR — no gradereported by the instructor (recorded by the Registrar).

Q — course continued in next term (applicable only to courses taken pre-Fall 2002).

Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory — Not used for graduate students.

W — withdrew with approval; a course dropped, with permission, after the Course Change deadline; not calculated in TGPA or CGPA.

WF — withdrew failing; a course dropped, with special permission in an exceptional case, after faculty deadline for withdrawau3i-romcourse ,the Ctudents'sTj1 Tw0 0
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1.12 Verification of Student Records: Degree Evaluation

Degree Evaluation is a Minerva tool to help students and advisers compare the student's academic record with the requirements of a specific program. If
you have access to Degree Evaluation on Minerva under the Student Records Menu (www.mcgill.ca/minerva) you can review your progress within your
current program. Also, if you are considering a program change, you can generate a "what-if" comparison of your academic record with the requirements
of another program.

The presentation in the Degree Evaluation Report may have a different appearance than the requirements listed in this publication. For example, a long listing
of courses may be grouped into one course “attribute™ on the Minerva report.

Degree Evaluation also provides a central record of adviser/faculty-approved adjustments to your program of study (e.g., the replacement of one specified
course with another or acceptance of a non-McGill course for credit).

Please note that Degree Evaluation is an advising tool only. A Degree Evaluation Report that indicates program requirements have been satisfied does NOT
constitute approval to graduate.

For details regarding Degree Evaluation, including Reading a Degree Evaluation Report, see www.mcgill.ca/students/courses/plan/evaluation.

1.13 Changes to Student Records after Normal Deadlines

1.13.1  Student Record Changes

Student record changes include the following: course add or course drop, course w