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Successes	and	Challenges:	What	We	Have	Learned	

The	project	continued	along	smoothly	in	many	different	areas	and	we	have	completed	most	of	our	objectives.	

1) Jacky,	Ingrid,	and	a	McGill	student	(Ying	Huang)	presented	the	Water	Is	Life	exhibit	at	the	13th	annual	AQPERE	
conference	on	environmental	education	on	November	7	and	8.	The	theme	of	the	conference	was	Tout	le	monde	à	l’eau!	
and	the	exhibit	helped	showcase	McGill’s	sustainability	efforts	on	campus	to	reduce	water.	There	were	approximately	
400	conference	attendees,	all	of	whom	passed	the	exhibit	in	order	to	reach	the	dining	hall	for	lunch.	We	had	good	



and	Dining	Services.	Everything	was	topped	off	by	a	delicious	meal	at	RVC,	and	everyone	received	their	own	eco-
clamshell	to	take	back	to	the	office,	courtesy	of	the	Dean	of	Science.	

6) Anila,	Lilith,	and	Beverly	(Education	Program	Director,	Faculty	of	Education)	met	with	Marcy	Slapcoff	from	Teaching	
and	Learning	Services	in	October.	They	are	working	with	two	students	who	are	working	on	sustainability	in	Education	
&	Research	through	the	SPF	Office.	They	are	drafting	an	application	to	the	SPF	for	a	



Conclusion	

What	we	set	out	to	accomplish	

Overall,	we	set	out	to	increase	awareness	about	sustainability	among	student	teachers,	in-service	teachers,	and	the	
government	(MELS),	with	the	hope	that	they	will	incorporate	this	awareness	into	their	own	teaching	and	the	curriculum	in	
general.	We	wanted	to	achieve	this	through	modules	and	field	trips	within	credit	courses	in	the	Faculty	of	Education,	and	
through	conference	presentations	and	a	blog.	

Please	see	the	work	plan	above	for	detailed	objectives.	

What	we	accomplished	

We	researched	the	Quebec	curriculum	(elementary	and	secondary)	and	confirmed	that	sustainability	fits	in	with	the	Science	
and	Technology	core	concepts	and	competencies.	Sustainability	also	fits	into	the	curriculum	in	other	subject	areas	and	can	
easily	be	incorporated	by	teachers	according	to	their	interests	and	creativity.		

We	reached	approximately	175	students	in	the	Faculty	of	Education	with	a	survey,	a	sustainability	walk	to	learn	about	McGill’s	
sustainability	initiatives,	and	lab	modules	about	school	gardens	(elementary	level)	and	composting	centers	(secondary).	We	
developed	a	teaching	module	on	Transformation	and	Conservation	of	Energy	(electromagnetism	and	windmills)	and	a	blog;	
Anila	will	use	both	of	these	as	part	of	her	Science	Methods	course	in	winter	2014,	as	well	as	in	future	projects	with	education	
students	and/or	teachers.		

We	presented	our	project	to	in-service	teachers	at	two	conferences	(STEM	and	QPAT)	and	discussed	McGill’s	sustainability	
initiatives	through	the	Water	is	Life!	Exhibit	at	another	conference	(AQPERE).	We	also	networked	extensively	at	the	AQPERE	
conference,	which	will	help	with	future	projects	of	this	kind.	We	presented	McGill’s	sustainability	initiatives	to	McGill	Science	
Support	Staff	as	a	STARS	walk.	

Our	project	started	the	discussion	in	the	Faculty	of	Education	on	how	to	incorporate	sustainability	throughout	the	teacher-
training	curriculum.	Members	of	the	Faculty	are	currently	working	with	the	SPF	Office	on	a	faculty	fellows	program	to	support	
faculty	in	(re)developing	curricula	to	integrate	sustainability



What	we	have	learned:	



sustainability.	We	would	recommend	explaining	right	from	the	beginning	what	we	mean	by	sustainability	so	that	everyone	is	
on	the	same	page.	

Summary	

We	definitely	recommend	continuing	to	increase	awareness	about	sustainability	and	explaining	how	to	teach	those	concepts	
in	the	teacher-training	program	at	McGill.	We	are	very	happy	that	Anila	will	continue	to	use	the	modules	and	activities	we	
have	developed	in	her	classes	and	that	the	Faculty	of	Education	has	agreed	to	help	develop	a	course-design	workshop	for	
faculty	to	help	bring	these	concepts	into	their	curriculum.	We	were	also	really	pleased	with	the	student	response	to	this	
project.	Many	students	commented	on	how	they	appreciated	learning	about	McGill’s	sustainability	issues	and	said	that	they	
will	pursue	some	of	those	initiatives	(high-volume	filling	stations	for	drinking	water	and	better	food	choices)	in	the	Education	
building.	Many	students	also	shared	with	us	that	exploring	sustainability	in	their	classes	was	interesting,	relevant,	and	that	
they	really	enjoyed	the	discussions	we	had	together.	

Thank	you	again	for	funding	SusEd@	McGill	and	for	all	of	your	support!	

- Anila,	Ingrid,	and	Jacky	


